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The PARA State Legislative Voting Record was created as a resource for our members and the general public to hold their legislators 
accountable for important votes.  The Legislature takes hundreds of votes per year, but PARA has identified 10 House Votes and 8 
Senate Votes that may be of the most interest to seniors.  Some are on issues specifically related to senior citizens, and others affect all 
Pennsylvanians.  Because of the large number of Legislators in Pa, this document was put together regionally.  Visit our website to view 
the Voting Record from other regions.  Here are brief explanations of each vote: 

 
“Voter ID” (House and Senate) – PARA strongly opposed this 
legislation, the implementation of which has been delayed until 
2013.  Many seniors who no longer drive will be harmed if they 
cannot produce the documentation to obtain an ID.  With no 
evidence that the law will stop any voter fraud, we cannot support 
even one senior losing their right to vote. [HB 934] 
 

“Nursing Home” (House) – This legislation would shield nursing 
homes from meaningful liability in cases of abuse or neglect, by 
setting the burden of proof too high for punitive damages. PARA 
opposed this legislation which could lead to poorer care for 
nursing home patients.  The House passed the legislation but the 
Senate took no action. [HB 1907] 
 

“Payday Lending” (House) – This legislation would ease lending 
regulations to allow what many term Payday Lending: a practice 
that is considered predatory by many consumer rights advocates 
due to high interest rates that prevent many lower-income 
borrowers from getting ahead of the loan.  The House passed the 
legislation but the Senate took no action. [HB 2191] 
 

“Insurance” (House and Senate) – The recent dispute in the 
Pittsburgh area between the largest insurer and the largest health 
care system nearly caused increased costs and uncertainty for the 
patients.  This legislation would establish a process for the State 
Insurance Commissioner to intervene in similar disputes.  The 
House passed the legislation, but the Senate failed to act.  
Sponsors of the Senate version are listed here in lieu of any votes. 
[HB 2052, SB 1358] 
 

“Budget 2011” (House and Senate) – The 2011 State Budget 
contained cuts for almost every state program.  It slashed funding 
for local schools and counties, causing higher property taxes.  
Funding was also cut for environmental programs, universities 
and economic development.  The budget also cut benefits for 
seniors on Medicaid.  PARA opposed the Medicaid cuts, and cuts 
that raise property taxes. [HB 1485] 
 

“Budget 2012” (House and Senate) – The 2012 State Budget cut 
more funding from schools at a time when costs are increasing, 
meaning more property tax hikes.  The budget eliminated General 
Assistance: a temporary cash benefit (good for only 9 months) for 
the temporarily disabled, domestic violence victims, recovering 
addicts and adults caring for aging parents.  PARA strongly 
opposed the elimination of General Assistance. [SB 1466] 

 
“Adult Basic” (Senate) – In one of his first acts as Governor, Tom 
Corbett eliminated the Adult Basic program, which used non-
taxpayer dollars to provide a basic insurance program for working 
adults.  This amendment was a failed attempt by some Senators to 
restore funding for the program.  PARA supports funding this 
program. 
 

“Education” (House and Senate) – The House and Senate both took 
up legislation that would have created a School Voucher program in 
Pennsylvania.  PARA opposed this legislation because a diversion 
of funds from public to private schools could result in higher 
property taxes, and be detrimental to the majority of students who 
would be left in public schools with reduced funding.  The Senate 
passed their version of the bill, but he House failed to enact similar 
language through amendments. [SB 560-A7732, SB 1] 
 

“Unemployment” (House and Senate) – This legislation tightens 
eligibility to Unemployment Compensation, resulting in as many as 
48,000 workers per year losing coverage, which can negatively 
impact the economy.  It was vigorously opposed by the 
Pennsylvania AFL-CIO.  Both chambers passed the bill, and it 
became law.  [SB 1310] 
 

”Bargaining” (House) – There were several bills introduced in the 
House that would have made PA a “Right to Work FOR LESS” 
state.  Essentially, the bills would have decimated workers’ rights to 
collectively bargain.  These bills were never voted on, so their 
sponsors are listed.  PARA strongly opposes this type of legislation 
because weaker workers’ rights means lower wages, poorer working 
conditions, less benefits and a less prosperous middle class. [HB 50, 
HB 51, HB 52, HB 53] 
 

“Marcellus” (House and Senate) – The state enacted legislation to 
address the Marcellus Shale natural gas boom in Pennsylvania.  The 
legislation failed to enact an extraction tax (like every other gas-
producing state) that would have brought significant revenue to help 
the State avoid education and other cuts.  Instead, it created a small 
“impact fee” that will barely pay for the infrastructure damage.  
Environmentalists also criticized the lack of regulation of the new 
“fracking” process.  Finally, the law usurped local governments’ 
right to zone drilling in their jurisdiction.  (This part of the law was 
struck down by the Court.)  [HB 1950] 

 
NOTES:  PARA did not take an official position on every piece of legislation listed.  The “PARA Position” block is left blank in these 
instances.  Only Representatives and Senators who served the entire term were included in Voting Record.  Legislators who resigned 
and their replacements were not. 
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